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Volunteer Role Description
EDLRA Farm and Moorland Bird Surveyor
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	Purpose:

	EDLRA Farm and Moorland Bird Surveyors will be supporting the East Dartmoor Landscape Recovery Area by helping to conduct breeding bird survey areas for specific bird species on farms and areas of moorland. These surveys will provide data on where key bird species are already breeding throughout the project area. 
The project is currently in the feasibility stage and is gathering data on a variety of flagship species, such as cuckoo and whinchat. Understanding current populations and habitat preferences within the project area will help to fill in any knowledge gaps and will enable the project to create specific monitoring plans for the flagship species, with the hope that these monitoring plans will be implemented for the following 20 years. 


	What the task involves:

	EDLRA Farm and Moorland Bird Surveyors can expect to survey for certain species, using the BTO Breeding Bird Survey methodology. Ideally, three visits will be made to the site. The first recce visit will be to understand the site and work out the best transect route. Volunteers will then need to make an early visit completed between April 1st and May 15th 2024, and a late visit between May 16th and June 30th 2024, at least 4 weeks after the early visit. Both surveys should ideally start between 6am and 7am, no later than 9am. 
Volunteers will need to be happy to represent DWT and the project and may occasionally come into contact with farmers, landowners and the general public. 


	Skills and abilities

	EDLRA Farm and Moorland Bird Surveyors will need to be able to identify the following bird species by sight and sound:

· Cuckoo

· Whinchat

· Meadow Pipit

· Curlew

· Snipe

· Pied Flycatcher

· Spotted Flycatcher

· Willow Tit
· Marsh Tit

· Nightjar

· Common redstart

Volunteers will need to be able walk long distances on uneven terrain whilst following the BTO Breeding Bird Survey methodology to note down any birds of interest as they walk a specific transect. Experience in surveying birds would be advantageous, but training will be provided in the specific methodology. 

Volunteers will need to be able to drive and get themselves to the survey site early in the morning. They will also need appropriate outdoor shoes and waterproof clothing. It would be helpful for volunteers to have a smartphone too. 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity are important to DWT. We recognise that some people may need additional support or adaptations to volunteer in this role. If this could be you, do please tell us. 



	Where:

	Surveys will be conducted across East Dartmoor within the project area. Specific locations will be decided at a later date. 



	When and how often:

	The first recce visit will be to understand the site and work out the best transect route. Volunteers will then need to make an early visit completed between April 1st and May 15th 2024, and a late visit between May 16th and June 30th 2024, at least 4 weeks after the early visit. Both surveys should ideally start between 6am and 7am, no later than 9am. 


	Supervision and training:

	Emily Cuff will be the volunteer supervisor for this role, supporting the volunteers, providing training and will be available if they need help. 

Volunteer training will be held on the morning of Wednesday 17 April at Yarner Wood. More details to follow.


	Expenses/equipment available:

	· Reimbursement of expenses – Out of pocket expenses will be paid in line with DWT’s volunteer expense policy as agreed in advance with your supervisor. 


	Health and Safety/ Risk Assessment

	Uneven terrain and falling

Trip hazards, especially if walking and looking through binoculars. 

Scratches and bites



	What’s in it for the volunteer?

	· Learn/progress skills in bird ID
· Learn/progress surveying skills

· Spend time outdoors

· Help to increase the understanding of key bird species in East Dartmoor

· Support the monitoring and evaluation work of a landscape recovery project
You will be covered by DWT’s Employer’s Liability, Public Liability and Professional Indemnity Insurance* when volunteering in line with the role description and risk assessment. 


	How to apply

	To apply, please outline, briefly, the following:
· What surveying experience do you have?

· Are you able to drive?

· Are you available for the training on the 17th April?

Please email your expression of interest to volunteering@devonwildlifetrust.org.

The deadline for applications is 5pm 14th April.





